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partners, not just the United States but the
neighboring countries there that are threat-
ened with destabilization.

So will it solve all the problems? Of course
not. Will it make a big difference? It certainly
will. I talked to President Pastrana last night;
he certainly thinks it will make a difference.
And as I said, this is something I believe both
Republicans and Democrats in Congress who
know about Colombia care a lot about, and
I hope it will pass quickly.

Gov. Jane D. Hull of Arizona
Q. Are you disappointed that the Governor

did not join you today?
The President. She would have been wel-

come, but I’m gratified that we’re doing it.
I want to thank Congressman Pastor for
being here and Congressman Farr from Cali-
fornia for being here and the representatives
of the Park Service and the Bureau of Land
Management. And the most important thing
is, I want to thank the people of Arizona for
their expressed opinion in that survey sup-
porting this, because this will primarily ben-
efit the children, the grandchildren, the
great-grandchildren for generations yet to
come in this State and people who will be
nearest this magnificent area.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:30 a.m. in the
Tuweep Valley. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Andres Pastrana of Colombia.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange.
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Thank you very much. Thank you, good
morning. I know we’re doing the right thing,
because look at the day we’ve got. [Laughter]
We’ve got the good Lord’s stamp of approval
on this great day.

Ann, thank you for your words and for your
life and your example. Superintendent
Arnberger, thank you and all the staff at
Grand Canyon National Park. And through
you I’d like to thank all the people who work

for all of our national parks. I have spent
quite a good deal of time as President in the
national parks of America. And I grew up
in one. I am, I suppose, therefore, more per-
sonally indebted to the people who give their
lives to the Park Service than perhaps any
of my predecessors. But I want to thank you.

I also want to thank all the people here
from the Bureau of Land Management for
the work they do and for the remarkable
partnership that will be launched here. We
have worked very hard these last 7 years to
try to get these two agencies to work to-
gether, to support each other, to believe in
each other, and to have common objectives.
And I think we’ve made a lot of progress.
So I want to thank the BLM people who are
here, as well. Give them all a hand, thank
you. [Applause]

I want to thank the environmental groups
who are here. I want to welcome the children
who are here. We have children from Grand
Canyon Middle School and St. Mary’s Mid-
dle School, and we welcome them. They are
a lot about what today is all about. I want
to thank Congressman Ed Pastor, of Arizona;
Congressman Sam Farr, from California, for
joining me; and former Congresswoman
Karen English, from Arizona, for being here.
Thank you. And I want to thank all the peo-
ple from the White House who supported
me in this decision: my Chief of Staff, John
Podesta, who is here; and the head of our
Council of Environmental Quality, George
Frampton.

I want to thank someone I want to ac-
knowledge particularly who worked with Sec-
retary Babbitt on this, his counselor, Molly
McUsik, who played a big role in what we
celebrate today. She’s not here because she’s
celebrating an even bigger production: yes-
terday she gave birth to her son, Benjamin,
so she couldn’t be here, but I want to ac-
knowledge her and her service.

And finally, I want to say this is, as you
can see, a special day for Bruce Babbitt, not
only because he has been a devoted cham-
pion of the Antiquities Act and of protecting
land but also because he is the former Gov-
ernor of Arizona. And when we served to-
gether as Governors, we made it a habit,
Hillary and I did, at least once a year at these
Governors’ meetings to have dinner with
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Bruce and Hattie Babbitt. And he was giving
me the speech that he gave here today 15
or 20 years ago. [Laughter] I’ve heard
Bruce’s speech a lot now, but it gets better
every time he gives it. [Laughter]

Our country has been blessed by some
outstanding Secretaries of the Interior,
Gifford Pinchot, Harold Ickes. But I’ll make
a prediction: I believe when our time here
is done and a fair analysis of the record is
made, there will be no Secretary of the Inte-
rior in the history of the United States who
has done as much to preserve our natural
heritage as Bruce Babbitt, and I thank him
for that.

Secretary Babbitt talked about Theodore
Roosevelt’s role. You might be interested to
know that it was exactly 92 years ago today,
on January 11, 1908, that he designated the
Grand Canyon as one of our Nation’s first
national monuments. Now the first light falls
on the 21st century and this breathtaking
landscape he helped to protect. None of you
who can see what is behind me can doubt
the wisdom of that decision. And so it is alto-
gether fitting that on this day and in this
place we continue that great journey.

This morning, on the North Rim of the
Grand Canyon, I designated three new na-
tional monuments and the expansion of a
fourth to make sure more of the land that
belongs to the American people will always
be enjoyed by them. What a remarkable
place this Canyon is. It is in so many ways
the symbol of our great natural expanse, our
beauty, and our spirit.

Thirty years ago for the first time I
watched the Sun set over the Grand Canyon
for over 2 hours. This morning I got up and
for about an hour I watched the Sun rise
over the Canyon for the first time. In both
cases, watching the interplay of the changing
light against the different layers and colors
of the Canyon left me with a lifetime memory
I will always cherish.

Millions and millions of Americans share
those memories and a love of our natural
treasure. In fact, I believe maybe if there’s
one thing that unites our fractious, argumen-
tative country across generations and parties
and across time, it is the love we have for
our land. We know, as President Roosevelt
said, we cannot improve upon this landscape.

So the only thing we can add to it is our
protection. President Roosevelt challenged
us to live up to that ideal, to see beyond today
or next month or next year. He said, ‘‘The
one characteristic more essential than any
other is foresight. It should be the growing
nation with a future which takes the long look
ahead.’’

I am very grateful for the opportunities
that Vice President Gore and I have had to
build on President Roosevelt’s legacy, to take
that long look ahead, to chart a new conserva-
tion vision for a new century. From our inner
cities to our pristine wild lands, we have
worked hard to ensure that every American
has a clean and healthy environment. We’ve
rid hundreds of neighborhoods of toxic waste
dumps, taken the most dramatic steps in a
generation to clean the air we breathe, to
control emissions that endanger the health
of our children and the stability of our cli-
mate. We have made record investments in
science and technology to protect future gen-
erations from the threat of global warming.
We’ve worked to protect and restore our
most glorious natural resources, from the
Florida Everglades to California’s redwoods
and Mojave Desert to Escalante to Yellow-
stone.

And we have, I hope, finally put to rest
the false choice between the economy and
the environment, for we have the strongest
economy perhaps in our history, with a clean-
er environment—cleaner air, cleaner water,
more land set aside, safer food. I hope finally
we have broken the hold of an old and now
wrong idea that a nation can only grow rich
and stay rich if it continues to despoil its envi-
ronment and burn up the atmosphere. With
new conservation technologies and alter-
native energy sources, that is simply no
longer true. It has not been true for quite
some years now, but it is only now coming
to be recognized. And I can tell you that in
the next few years, no one will be able to
deny the fact that we will actually have more
stable, more widespread, more long-term
economic growth if we improve the environ-
ment.

We are on the verge—the Detroit auto
show this year is going to showcase cars that
get 70 and 80 miles a gallon, with fuel injec-
tion and dual fuel sources. Before you know
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it, we will crack the chemical barriers to truly
efficient production of biomass fuels, which
will enable us to produce 8 or 9 gallons of
biomass fuels with only 1 gallon of oil. That
will be the equivalent of getting cars that
use—get 160 miles to a gallon of gasoline.
And this is just the beginning.

We built a low income working family
housing project in the Inland Empire out in
California, in cooperation with the National
Home Builders, with glass in the windows
that lets in 4 or 5 times as much light and
keeps out 4 or 5 times as much heat and
cold. And we promised the people on modest
incomes that if they moved into these homes
their energy bills would be, on average, 40
percent lower than they would have been in
a home of comparable size. I can tell you
that after 2 years, they’re averaging 65 per-
cent below that. So, therefore, their usage
is much lower. We are just beginning.

So I ask all of you not only to celebrate
this happy day but to see it in the larger con-
text of our common responsibility and our
opportunity to preserve this planet. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Now to the matter at hand. We began this
unforgettable morning on the edge of this
magnificent park. The deep canyons, rugged
mountains, and isolated buttes of the North
Rim of the Grand Canyon tell a story written
over the course of billions of years, illustrated
in colorful vistas and spectacular detail. It is
a lonely landscape, a vast and vital area of
open space which, as Secretary Babbitt said,
includes a critical watershed for the Colorado
River and the Grand Canyon. Today we pro-
tect more than a million acres of this land.
That is an area larger than Yosemite Park.
For America’s families, we designate it as the
Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monu-
ment. This effectively doubles the size of
protected land around the Grand Canyon.

Second, we act to promote some of the
most significant late prehistoric sites in the
American Southwest. In the shadow of Phoe-
nix there lies a rough landscape of mesas and
deep canyons rich in archaeological treas-
ures, distinctive art etched into boulders and
cliff faces, and stone masonry pueblos once
inhabited by several thousand people cen-
turies ago. As the suburbs of Phoenix creep
ever closer to this space, we act to protect

history and heritage. For America’s families,
we designate this land the Agua Fria National
Monument.

Third, we are protecting thousands of
small islands, rock outcroppings, and exposed
reefs along California’s splendid coastline.
These are natural wonders, and they’re also
the habitat and nesting ground for sea mam-
mals and hundreds of thousands of sea birds,
forced from the shore because of develop-
ment. Today we act to protect all the coastal
islands, reefs, and rocks off California now
owned by the Federal Government, desig-
nating them the California Coastal National
Monument. Help Congressman Farr there.
Clap! [Applause]

Fourth, and finally, we will expand Califor-
nia’s Pinnacles National Monument, created
by President Roosevelt in 1908. Pinnacles is
about 2 hours from Silicon Valley, but it’s
a world away. It includes soaring spires from
an ancient volcano. Its mountain caves,
desert, and wilderness are home to abundant
wildlife and a haven for campers, climbers,
and hikers. For one and all, Pinnacles is a
sanctuary from sprawl. And for one and all,
we act to keep it that way.

Now let me say again, all these areas are
now owned by the Federal Government. Sec-
retary Babbitt’s recommendation that they
be protected came as a result of careful anal-
ysis and close consultation with local citizens,
State and local officials, Members of Con-
gress.

Clearly, these lands represent many things
to many people. In managing the new monu-
ments, we will continue to work closely with
the local communities to ensure that their
views are heard and their interests are re-
spected. This is not about locking lands up;
it is about freeing them up, from the pres-
sures of development and the threat of
sprawl, for all Americans for all time.

I have said many times that the new cen-
tury finds America with an unprecedented
opportunity and, therefore, an unprece-
dented responsibility for the future, an op-
portunity and a responsibility rooted in the
fact that never before, in my lifetime anyway,
has our country enjoyed at one time so much
prosperity, social progress, with the absence
of internal crisis or external threat to our ex-
istence. Can you imagine the sacrifices laid
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down by our ancestors, generation after gen-
eration after generation, in the fond hope
that one day our country would be in the
shape we are now in?

Now, when we’re in this sort of position,
we have a heavier responsibility even than
our forebears did a century ago to take that
long look ahead to ask ourselves what the
next century holds, what are the big chal-
lenges, what are the big opportunities, to
dream of the future we want for our children,
and then to move aggressively to build that
future.

So I say again, there are these big chal-
lenges in the long look ahead: The aging of
America, we’ll double the number of people
over 65 in the next 30 years—I hope to be
one of them. The children of America, the
largest and most diverse group ever; they all
have to have a world-class education, wheth-
er they live in remote areas in Arizona or
the poorest inner-city neighborhoods across
America. The families of America, most of
them are working; they need more help to
balance work and parenting, and they all
need access to affordable health care and
child care. The poor of America, it is well
to remember that there are people in places
that have been left behind by this recovery.
We have a strategy of economic empower-
ment that should be brought to every person
willing to work. If we don’t do it now, when
will we ever get around to doing it?

The world we live in is ever more inter-
dependent, not just on the environmental
front but in many other ways. We have to
build a more cooperative world. America is
in a unique position now, with our economy,
our military strength, our political influence.
It won’t last forever, and it’s almost impos-
sible for us to avoid having people resent us.
But we have done our best to be responsible
partners for peace and prosperity, and for
bridging the racial, religious, and ethnic gaps
that tear apart so much of the world. It is
time for us to work with others, against the
dangers of weapons of mass destruction and
terrorism and the other threats, and to build
a better world together and to build one
America here at home across the lines that
have divided us too deeply for too long.

But a big part of all of this, in my opinion,
the long look ahead, is making an absolute,

firm commitment that going forward here at
home in America and with friends and part-
ners throughout the world, we will build a
21st century economy that is in harmony with
the environment, that we will continue to im-
prove and protect, even as we grow. And we
have to keep working until we convince peo-
ple all over the world, in countries that long
for the level of prosperity we take for grant-
ed, that they do not have to grow rich the
way countries did in the 19th and the 20th
century, that the fastest way to grow the
economy today is the most environmentally
responsible way. We owe that to the future.

Taking the long look ahead, as manifest
in the protections we give today to the land
around the Grand Canyon and in these other
monuments, is fundamentally an act of hu-
manity, and I might add also, an act of humil-
ity.

I think it’s interesting that—I’ll close with
this—I had two rather interesting experi-
ences today only proliferally related to what
we’re doing. One is, the press asked me
whether I saw this as a legacy item, as if that
was the reason for doing it. I said, ‘‘Well,
I’ve been working on this stuff for 7 years,
now. And I grew up in a national park; I
believe in what I’m doing today.’’

But I’ll say again, this is an act of humility
for all of us. When we were flying today over
the North Rim, when we got further west
along the Canyon, Bruce looked at me and
he said, ‘‘See, there’s some dormant volca-
noes, and you can see the residue of the ash.’’
And I said, ‘‘When did that volcano erupt?’’
He said, ‘‘Oh, not very long ago, 10 or 20,000
years.’’ And if you look out here you see, 10
or 20,000 years from now, if the good Lord
lets us all survive as a human race, no one
will remember who set aside this land on this
day. But the children will still enjoy it.

So I say to all of you, I hope you will go
forth from this place today with a renewed
dedication to the long look ahead, with a re-
newed sense of pride and gratitude, with a
sense that we have reaffirmed our humanity
as well as our devotion to our natural home,
and a sense of humility that we are grateful,
we are fortunate, and we are obligated to
take the long look ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at Grand
Canyon Hopi Point. In his remarks, he referred
to hiker Ann Weiler Walka, who introduced the
President; and Robert L. Arnberger, Super-
intendent, Grand Canyon National Park.

Proclamation 7263—Establishment
of the Agua Fria National Monument
January 11, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The windswept, grassy mesas and formi-

dable canyons of Agua Fria National Monu-
ment embrace an extraordinary array of sci-
entific and historic resources. The ancient
ruins within the monument, with their
breathtaking vistas and spectacular
petroglyphs, provide a link to the past, offer-
ing insights into the lives of the peoples who
once inhabited this part of the desert South-
west. The area’s architectural features and ar-
tifacts are tangible objects that can help re-
searchers reconstruct the human past. Such
objects and, more importantly, the spatial re-
lationships among them, provide outstanding
opportunities for archeologists to study the
way humans interacted with one another,
neighboring groups, and with the environ-
ment that sustained them in prehistoric
times.

The monument contains one of the most
significant systems of later prehistoric sites
in the American Southwest. Between A.D.
1250 and 1450, its pueblo communities were
populated by up to several thousand people.
During this time, many dwelling locations in
the Southwest were abandoned and groups
became aggregated in a relatively small num-
ber of densely populated areas. The monu-
ment encompasses one of the best examples
of these areas, containing important archeo-
logical evidence that is crucial to under-
standing the cultural, social, and economic
processes that accompanied this period of
significant change.

At least 450 prehistoric sites are known to
exist within the monument and there are
likely many more. There are at least four
major settlements within the area, including
Pueblo La Plata, Pueblo Pato, the Baby Can-

yon Ruin group, and the Lousy Canyon
group. These consist of clusters of stone-
masonry pueblos, some containing at least
100 rooms. These settlements are typically
situated at the edges of steep canyons, and
offer a panorama of ruins, distinctive rock
art panels, and visually spectacular settings.

Many intact petroglyph sites within the
monument contain rock art symbols pecked
into the surfaces of boulders and cliff faces.
The sites range from single designs on boul-
ders to cliffs covered with hundreds of geo-
metric and abstract symbols. Some of the
most impressive sites are associated with
major pueblos, such as Pueblo Pato.

The monument holds an extraordinary
record of prehistoric agricultural features, in-
cluding extensive terraces bounded by lines
of rocks and other types of landscape modi-
fications. The agricultural areas, as well as
other sites, reflect the skills of ancient resi-
dents at producing and obtaining food sup-
plies sufficient to sustain a population of sev-
eral thousand people.

The monument also contains historic sites
representing early Anglo-American history
through the 19th century, including rem-
nants of Basque sheep camps, historic mining
features, and military activities.

In addition to its rich record of human his-
tory, the monument contains other objects
of scientific interest. This expansive mosaic
of semi-desert grassland, cut by ribbons of
valuable riparian forest, is an outstanding bi-
ological resource. The diversity of vegetative
communities, topographical features, and
relative availability of water provide habitat
for a wide array of sensitive wildlife species,
including the lowland leopard frog, the Mexi-
can garter snake, the common black hawk,
and the desert tortoise. Other wildlife is
abundant and diverse, including pronghorn,
mule deer, and white-tail deer. Javelina,
mountain lions, small mammals, reptiles, am-
phibians, fish, and neotropical migratory
birds also inhabit the area. Elk and black bear
are present, but less abundant. Four species
of native fish, including the longfin dace, the
Gila mountain sucker, the Gila chub, and the
speckled dace, exist in the Agua Fria River
and its tributaries.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the


